GENESEE VALLEY

PLEIN AIR PAINTERS

The Renaissance Art Gallery will sponsor its fiahuary Art Lecture Series by local artists. These

free, lunchtime events will be held every Wednesday from 12:00 p.m.-1:00 p.m. throughout the month
of January. The Essence of Plein Air Paintimgll be presented bBarbara Jablonski on January 31

with a painting demonstration.

Susan Covertand two other local Sarasota artists will have an exhibit of their painting<atlity of
Fine Art, 16 S Palm, Sarasota, Fl. Friday, January 5, 2007. Entitled "Sunkist Women" theflgotk r
the individual vision of each artist as she paints the Florida landscape,estilThe information is on
www.mgalleryoffineart.com Come on down! Susan Covert is a member of GVPAP, Suncoast PAP,
Rochester Art Club, Society of Portrait Artists, American Impressiofisoiety, and Suncoast
Watercolor Society. If traveling south, contact Susie and go painting with her.

Jodi King received a 5 foot skeleton for Christmas! (Side note-- perhaps one may saydivddra
“real dead” 5’ skeleton rather than “real live” 5’ skeleton.) She hopes to enhanpkein air figure
painting skills by practicing drawing pictures of her skeleton dressed in vataibsg; changing the
sex of the skeleton as needed. Jodi named her new Biod®n(she’ll have to explain why that
name.) Maybe Jodi will bring her skeleton to a paintout for us all to see. Very cool, Jodcoadry

Gail Kellogg and her fiancé have set a September 2007 date for their wedding. Congratulations.

I n
Edward Redfield is a favorite American Plein Air Painter who has iffluenced Don’s painting

The following information on Edward W. Redfield was taken from the article, “BleidfiPainter of
Days” by F. Newlin Price and was published in the August 1922 edition of “Internafitutho.”

It was after a successful one man show in 1900 at the Philadelphia Art Club thaldRextfeene
convinced that his paintings should be done in “one go” and he figured if he did them spontdreously
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would succeed. He gave himself ten years to test this theory. He sold just enoughgoikg@and
finally enjoyed his first real success at the Corcoran’s biennial, wheveméhe third prize of five
hundred dollars and earned another fifteen hundred dollars when the gallery boypgimting. After
that the honors came quickly and in 1915 he was accepted by the American art world/abkeve
painter who had “arrived.”

During the winter of 1919 Redfield was painting a favorite scene, a localevNiain Street, when a
little country school girl stopped to watch him. After some time, she asked hithevlad with his
paintings. Redfield looked up and, liking the little red cheeked girl, said, “I sell’the

“How much do you get?” she asked.

Wishing to be plausible he answered “Five hundred dollars.”

She looked at him for a second and then said “You're a liar” and marched up the road.

From the internet: During his lifetime, Edward Redfield was second only to John Singer Sargent for
receiving medals honoring an American painter. Of Quaker heritage,
Edward Redfield was born in Delaware in 1869. His father ran a
successful nursery. In 1885 to 1889, Redfield studied at the Pennsylvania
Academy under Thomas Anschutz. With a monthly allowance from his
family, he left home to continue his studies in Paris afttedlemie

Julian, under William Bouguereau. In France, Redfield lived at the Hotel
Deligant in Brolles, just outside of Paris. It was here that he met and
married the innkeeper’s daughter, Elise Deligant. Returning to the United
States in 1893, Elise and Edward moved in with his family. In 1898, they
purchased land in Center Bridge, a small town in Bucks County,
Pennsylvania. Edward Redfield lived there for the remainder of his life.

Edward Redfield

#$% $
GVPAP 2007 Art Show JudgeNeil Berger, Ithaca NY will be the
juror for our GVPAP Plein Air Show in Barnes & Noble.

The critique is Tuesday, January 18 7:00 — 9:00 pm at B&N

Our Show Reception opening reception on Saturday, Janudtjrém

4:00 to 6:00 pm at B&N. After the reception, we’ll go to Hawthorne’s
Restaurant on East Avenue for drinks, appetizer or dinner. Spouses or
significant others are very welcome. We’ll have an opportunity to

get acquainted. Neil Berger

Workshop: The First Energy, Best Energy Workshop will be given by Neil
Berger on January 17 Members must register with Kathy Bolin at
kmbolin@hotmail.com Reservations are limited and are first come; first
serve.

Interesting Art Quotes

Plein air is not about quickly executing a scene and slinging thick paint just to have it on the.canv
Maintaining control of art principles is an imperative. (Kenn Backhaus)
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There is nothing ugly; | never saw an ugly thing in my life: for let the fofran object be what it may,
— light, shade, and perspective will always make it beautifahr{ Constab)e

WINTER PAINTING TIPS
Keeping Warm: Standing on a mat or carpet keeps your feet warm and dry when outside in the snow
and ice. But be sure to wear thermal, waterproof boots and layered wool socks.

MEET THE MEMBERS

This month’s artist is GVPAP’s Signature MemBillip (Phil) Bliss.
Phil resides in Fairport and has been plein air painting since 1988.
He was a student of Pittsford HS art teacher Tom O’Brien prior to
attending Vesper George School of Art in Boston where he receive
Fine Arts degree in lllustration.

He’s been a free lance illustrator since 1978; his clientele
includes national magazine clients since the mid ‘90s. Phil’s intere:
in fine art prompted a passion for drawing aided by drawing from
life using a plaster cast. He searched for direction in hislife painting
“The idea of painting portraits,” Phil mentions, “didn’t suit my
personality.” But, once Phil stepped outside to paint he found no reason to searchhany Rhil's
first outdoor excursions were with only pencil and 300 Ib. watercolor paper. He thehtdiauline
work indoors to paint the colors from memory. “This proved to be an excellent exercisseéica
helped me understand how much | was able to retain through memory,” says Phiain&d-enough
information to give a convincing painting of the scene!”

“I had a hard time starting to paint outside,” says, Phil, “it was diffiewdugh to paint without
having people looking over my shoulder and commenting.” He adds, “Gradually, | got usédPtali
adds, “The only time | curse is when I'm painting. Sometimes, when I'm oagtiatfleeting moment
it seems that the wind, the clouds and the bugs are all seem to conspiring agdnusticady,” Phil
admits, “all that adversity can at times result in my finest work.”

Phil does a lot of winter landscapes. “I enjoy the solitude and the visuals of-wirgajoy
winter the best.” Phil borrows this quote that he heard from someone “Good paintingkeewsm.”

Phil loves painting with other artists. “It's a shame,” he says, “not to dtajeyt of painting
with others. Plein air painting is a “porthole” in our hectic life — it's a payhwaerenity.”

Phil Bliss won several awards in the GVPAF
2006 Inaugural Show including Best of Show

for his oil paintingSpikey Pindat right).

A thought for winter....

Good painting keeps

you warm.
... Anonymous Sage

Next E-Letter Deadline January 23" Send your news and storiesinéo@gvpap.com
See the new information on the websiWW.GVPAP.COM
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